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LCS MISSION AND CORE VALUES 
Vision Statement:        
To glorify and honour God through Christ-centred education 
 
Our Core Values: 
To live in obedience to God 
To act with humility, integrity and fairness 
To work with creativity and diligence 
To encourage participation and teamwork 
To be trustworthy and accountable to one another 
 
School Motto: 
In Christ Wisdom and Knowledge 
 

OUR SCHOOL 
 
Launceston Christian School is one of many schools throughout Australia that belong to a wider 
association of Christian schools that are unified around the common goal of authentic, Bible-
based, Christ–centred education.  This network is known as Christian Education National (CEN).   
The school was established in 1976 and has enjoyed steady growth over many years resulting in 
over 670 students currently enrolled.   Set on 12 hectares just ten minutes from Launceston City 
centre, the school is positioned in the beautiful Tamar Valley with the Tamar River forming a 
scenic backdrop. 
  
Our environment is one where God and His Word provide the motivation for how we live our 
lives, including the education of our students.  Parents have the responsibility for the education 
of their children and work together with staff to maximise their children’s spiritual and academic 
growth.   LCS is a community committed to prayer and strives to encourage one another in 
dedication, dependence on and obedience to Jesus Christ.  
 
  



 
5 

Launceston Christian School Year 9 & 10 Handbook                                                                        Updated July 2020
   

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Our Middle School Handbook outlines 
subjects offered to students in Year 7 to 9 at 
the Launceston Christian School.  
 

We have a beautifully equipped campus, 
with excellent facilities and space to grow 
which is a wonderful setting for our Middle 
School students to thrive in.   
 

LCS values our strong partnership with 
parents.  This partnership assists us to work 
together to provide students with an 
excellent 21st century Christian education 
programme that is presented from a 

distinctly Christian worldview. Students at LCS progress along their education pathways in a 
nurturing environment, guided by Christian teachers and other staff who are dedicated to their 
task in teaching students a sound Biblical worldview, doing this with deep love and care for the 
students entrusted to them. 
 
The K-12 nature of LCS provides many opportunities for leadership and expression of creativity 
in the gifts God has given to young people.  Providing these pathways gives our senior students 
the supportive environment to explore how best to develop their talents, understand the impact 
of influence on younger students and prepare them for life beyond school. 
 
As we partner together during these important school years, I look forward to serving you, as 
students explore, uncover and discover the meaning that God intends for them in the world.  
 

Mr Adrian Bosker 
 
FROM THE HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL 

The first years of secondary school are an 
exciting time for young people. Our Middle 
School students are provided with a fun, safe 
and supportive environment in which to grow 
academically, emotionally, relationally and 
spiritually. 

The start of our students’ Middle School 
journey (Year 7) is an intentional transition 
from junior school to high school, with Class 
Teachers being a regular point of contact 
throughout each day. 

In Years 8 and 9 our students’ experiences are designed to 
prepare them for the excitement, rigour and challenges of Senior School. 

The writer of Ecclesiastes challenges us to “remember your Creator in the days of your youth” 
(12:1). Our LCS Middle School exists to allow our Years 7, 8 and 9 students to do just that, with 
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the support of caring Christian teachers providing a firm foundation for the many and varied 
challenges, successes and joys that lie ahead. 

Mr. Rohan Kew 

FROM THE HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL 
The Senior School years are an exciting time of transition 
from adolescence to adulthood.  At LCS we aim to 
encourage all of our students to develop a close 
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ and to prepare 
them for life when they leave here.  Various activities 
focus on growing their Christian life; these include a four 
day Christian retreat in April and a 1 day seminar later in 
the year.  

Our Senior School has a unique pastoral care structure 
of years 10 – 12 combined, which encourages 
friendships and mentoring across the 3 years. As you read this handbook I hope that you will be 
inspired to spend the next 3 years learning about God and His story.    

I look forward to getting to know each one of you and I am certain that our educational offerings 
will encourage, teach and inspire you. 

Mrs Kerry McCracken
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YEAR 9 & 10 TEACHERS (2020) 

Joshua Armstrong Design Graphics 
Darryl Bain Science  
David Barber Humanities 
Alison Blackberry Mathematics 
Ryan Bosker Physical Education, The Rite Journey 
Janette Boyle Health 
Marjorie Cardwell English Writing 
John Farrow English, Humanities, Business Studies 
Julie Ferguson Legal Studies 
Lauren Fry Indonesian 
Miranda Gracie Drama 
Robert Gracie Design Technology (Workshop) 
Russell Hendra Science, Health 
Carey James Computing  
Bronwyn Johns Design Technology (Textiles) 
Brent Jose Science, Health 
Rohan Kew Head of Middle School, English  
Aileen Lake Mathematics 
David Lichtendonk Design Technology (Workshop) 

Life Skills 
Art 
The Rite Journey 

Rachel Lichtendonk 
Kevin Lund 
James McGeachy 
Bruce McIntosh Mathematics, Electronics 
Tommy Macqueen Physical Education 
Fancy Reyes Ibarra The Rite Journey 
Michelle Reid Design Technology (Food), The Rite Journey 
Cameron Spaulding Mathematics 
Peter Stewart Music 
Andrew Swift Music 
Rebecca Thiele English 
John Torlach Bible 
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YEAR 9 
 

COURSES 
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THE YEAR 9 CURRICULUM – AN OVERVIEW 
 

The curriculum, for Year 9 students will be made up of 8 compulsory subjects and 3 optional 
subjects. Subjects, with their allocation of periods per week, are shown on the following table.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Health curriculum is covered as part of a Special Interest day program. Six days in the year are 
devoted to an alternative program covering Pathway Planning and Health. 
 

THE OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 
 

Computing  
Design Graphics 
Design Technology (Food) 
Design Technology (Textiles) 
Design Technology (Workshop) 
Drama 
Geography 
Indonesian 
Legal Studies 
Mathematics Methods 
Music 
Advanced Science 
Visual Art 

 
 
Please note:  
• A minimum number of students must opt for any subject before we consider that it is viable to run it. 
• There may be prerequisite considerations for students studying Science Extended or Maths Methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compulsory 

Bible Study 3 
English 5 
Health 1 
Mathematics 5 
Pastoral Care (The Rite Journey) 3 
Phys Ed 2 
Science 5 
History 3 

Optional 
Option 1 4 
Option 2 4 
Option 3 4 

  40 



RESPONSIBLE. RESPECTFUL. RESILIENT. RESOURCEFUL.

THE RITE JOURNEY IS A YEAR LONG 
PROGRAM DESIGNED TO:

✓  acknowledge & celebrate each student’s shift into adulthood
✓  offer conversations & experiences to guide this transition
✓  foster connections with positive adult role models
✓  educate & include parents/carers in the process
✓    connect students with their strengths & build self-awareness
✓ transform school culture by developing responsibility

WHO AM I REALLY?

Students gain an understanding of themselves 
by exploring self-identity and the expectations 
placed on them by society. Topics include self-
awareness, gender identity and body image.

HOW DO I GET ALONG WITH OTHERS?

This theme assists students in exploring their 
role in relationships. Conversations include 
emotional literacy, listening, non-violence,  
anger management and healthy sexuality.

IS THERE SOMETHING MORE?

Throughout this unit students reflect on some 
of the deeper aspects of life including stillness, 
mindfulness, values, sadness, happiness, 
mortality and wisdom.  

WHAT DO I HAVE TO GIVE?

The final theme prompts students to consider 
their future, what they have to offer the world 
and calls them to responsibility. Topics include 
leadership, intentions, kindness and gratitude.

4 THEMES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:



A CONTEMPORARY RITE OF PASSAGE
In 1909 anthropologist Arnold Van Gennep recognised that most 
cultures transitioned individuals from one social role to another 
by way of what he termed ‘rites of passage’. He recognised 
three distinct elements throughout different cultures: separation, 
transformation and reincorporation.

The Rite Journey acknowledges the lack of this process in 
western culture and reinvents this transition into adulthood using 
a Hero’s Journey. It expands the 3 elements into seven stages.

THE CALLING
At a significant local landmark the students 
show gratitude for their childhood and are 
called on their journey to adulthood.

THE DEPARTURE
Parents, carers and mentors join the students 
for an opportunity to learn, reflect and  
look forward.

THE FOLLOWING
The students are guided throughout the year 
by a number of supportive adults including 
teachers, parents/carers and mentors.

THE CHALLENGES
Resilience is built by giving students challenges 
and helping them acquire the skills, resources 
and mindset necessary to overcome them.

THE ABYSS
The biggest challenge of the year takes students 
out of their comfort zone to help them learn  
more about themselves.

THE RETURN
Students reflect on what they have learned and 
experienced over the year and the gifts and 
skills they will carry into adulthood.

THE HOMECOMING
Students are celebrated and honoured at 
a gratitude ceremony involving teachers,  
parents/carers and mentors.

MORE INFO AT 

www.theritejourney.com • @theritejourney 

+61 432 603 655 • andrew@theritejourney.com
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9 Bible Study 
 
Understanding goals:  
• Do we ultimately choose to become Christians or does God choose us? 
• What is grace? 
• What do Calvinism and Arminianism teach? 
• If God is omnibenevolent and omnipotent then why is there evil and suffering in this world? 
• What does the New Testament book of Ephesians teach? 
• What does the Old Testament book of Job teach? 
• What was the Reformation and why was it so important? 
• What do the New Testament books from Hebrews to Revelation teach in general? 
• What do the Old Testament wisdom books (Job to Song of Songs) teach in general? 
 
Scope of course: 
The focus of this course is to teach students the magnitude of the sovereignty of God in all things, 
particularly in regard to salvation.  Students will grapple with the complexities of the biblical teaching on 
predestination and the salvation of God’s elect people.  This will link with the concept of God’s grace 
shown to us in Christ and the total inability of humans to contribute to their own salvation.  Studying grace 
inevitably leads to an exploration of the Reformation and the fundamental differences between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Protestant Church.  The New Testament book of Ephesians will be studied 
in depth to explore the concepts of God’s sovereignty and grace as well as what it means to live as 
someone who has submitted to Christ.  The Old Testament book of Job will serve as a catalyst for studying 
the problem of evil and suffering.  John Dickson’s book If I Were God I’d End All the Pain as well as brief 
overviews of Old Testament Wisdom books and New Testament General Epistles will also be studied. 
 
Performances: 
• Completion of If I Were God I’d End All the Pain – student handbook 
• Bible tests, surveys and assignments 
• Essays 
• Oral presentations 
• Library and Internet research assignments 
• Poster making 
• Group work and presentations 

 
9 English 
 
Understanding goals:  
 
When listening, reading and viewing: 
• How are texts crafted to impact readers? 
• How are texts crafted for different purposes? 
• How can I respond to and interpret a range of texts? 
• How can I strengthen, develop and support my ideas? 
• How am I influenced and positioned by a range of texts? 

 
When speaking, writing and creating: 
• How can I imply meaning through the crafting of texts? 
• How can I respond to issues and communicate using different writing styles? 
• How can I write responsibly, accurately and appropriate to purpose? 
• How can I improve spoken communication and present information effectively? 
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Scope of course: 
The focus of this course is to build on concepts, skills and processes developed in earlier years of middle 
school.  
 
Students engage with a variety of texts, interpreting ideas, evaluating and discussing issues. These texts 
include a range of media, film and digital texts, fiction, non-fiction, dramatic performance, poetry and 
multimodal texts, of an appropriate degree of complexity. These texts explore themes of human 
experience, cultural difference, interpersonal relationships and ethical/moral dilemmas.  
 
Through the study of these course components, students will have opportunities to: 
• explore different aspects of perceived differences in people; 
• state a point a view about the value of relationships, such as family and friends, as well as how we 

should treat others according to God’s word; 
• consider life in a changing world, where issues such as conformity, freedom, death and adolescence 

require people to respond thoughtfully; 
• work with others in developing listening and verbal skills; 
• refine and develop research, written, listening and verbal skills. 
 
Performances: 
Performances at this level are based around student responses to class activities. Students create a range 
of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including: 
 

• Narratives 
• Procedures 
• Performances 
• Reports 
• Discussions  
• Literary analyses  
• Transformations of texts  
• Reviews 

 
9 History 
 
Key inquiry questions/Understanding goals: 
• How do I identify and select questions about historical causes and conditions that led to change 
• How do I evaluate and enhance these questions and locate relevant sources, using ICT and other 

methods, to inform the historical inquiry  
• How do I identify the origin, purpose and context of primary and secondary sources , and evaluate the 

reliability and usefulness of these sources 
• How do I identify and analyse perspectives and experiences of historical characters 
• How do I develop texts, using a range of communication forms, to discuss evidence from sources  
• How do I use chronological sequencing to show the development and relationships of key events  
• How do I use historical terms and concepts to highlight their contestability 
• How do I identify and analyse perspectives of people in the extension of settlement in Australia, 

including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and European and non-European peoples  
• How do I identify and analyse different historical interpretations of key events and ideas 
• How do I use appropriate historical terms and concepts  
• How do I identify and select questions, process and synthesise information from a range of sources for 

use as evidence in a historical argument 
• How do I identify and analyse different historical interpretations about the causes and impact of 

historical events 
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• How do I develop texts, particularly discussions, using a range of communication forms to investigate 
evidence from appropriate sources  
 

Scope of course:   The Making of the Modern World 
The Year 9 curriculum provides a study of the history of the making of the modern world from 1750 to 
1918. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and thought. 
It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion 
of European power. The period culminated in World War I 1914-1918, the ‘war to end all wars’.  
 
The history content at this year level involves investigating how life changed between the late 
seventeenth century and the beginning of the twentieth century through study of topics such as the 
Industrial Revolution, including the causes and effects of its development, and by making links to the 
Australian experience during this time of rapid industrialisation; investigate the expansion of European 
settlement, the experiences of non-Europeans, particularly Aboriginal and Torres Strait and the ensuing 
contact and conflict between these societies. Living and working conditions will be investigated along with 
key events and ideas in the development of Australian self-government and democracy, and legislation. 
Students investigate key aspects of WWI and the Australian experience of the war, including the nature 
and significance of this war in world and Australian history. 
 
Performances:  
• Excursion to Sydney and Canberra attending War Memorial, AMD and Australian Parliament House – 

includes education program at parliament and War Memorial (Individual assignment) Report on 
Federation, Australian Democracy and General Australian History including WW1. Investigate 
parliamentary system, Federation, War and Sydney’s role in early settlement. Project/report. 

• Discussions   -   Timeline    -    Quiz 
• Document studies 
• Text study – Cambridge Monumental Humanities 3 (Chapter 5 ‘ANZAC’) – Textbook answer and 

response to discussion questions on a range of issues including – ‘Australia’s role in WW1?’ 
 
9 Mathematics 
 
Understanding goals:  
 

• How does Mathematics help us make sense of our world? 
• How do I use my understanding of Number, Algebra, Measurement, Geometry, Statistics and 

Probability to describe situations and solve problems. 
 
Scope of course: 
 
The focus of this course is to extend students’ Mathematical knowledge and understanding in areas 
beyond the Year 9 General Mathematics course. Students will gain significant experience in algebraic 
areas that will prepare them well for Maths Methods in Year 10. This is done through the following 
units: 
 
• Problem solving: A range of open ended, multiple stage problems that help students to develop 

strong problem solving procedures. Students will also improve their ability to identify and use 
patterns to describe mathematical scenarios.   

• Arithmetic and Geometric Sequences and Series: Applications of arithmetic and geometric 
sequences. Research and exploration of the Fibonacci sequence, golden ratio and fractals.  

• Linear Functions: An introduction to rearranging and solving algebraic expressions. Linear graphing 
techniques involving perpendicular and parallel lines as well as finding the distance and mid-point of 
straight lines. Using simultaneous equations to solve for multiple variables.  
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• Geometric Reasoning: Exploring deductive and formal geometric proofs. Applying properties of 
triangles, quadrilaterals and, in particular, circular geometry to solve a variety of complex problems.  

• Quadratic Functions: Enhancing algebraic skills including expanding brackets and simplifying surds. 
Learning techniques for factorising and solving quadratic equations. Learning basic skills for 
sketching parabolas.  

Performances: 
• Tests 
• Assignments 
• Investigations 
• Class discussions 
• Group/Individual problem solving activities; 

 
9 Science 
 
Understanding goals:  
 
By the end of Year 9, students explain chemical processes and describe examples of important chemical 
reactions. They explain radioactivity of atoms and the various uses in society. They learn about energy 
transfer and apply it to things such as heat, light and sound. They use the theory of plate tectonics to 
explain patterns of geological activity and events in the world. They analyse how biological systems 
function and respond to internal and external changes. They describe social and technological factors that 
have influenced scientific developments and predict how future applications of science and technology 
may affect people’s lives. 
 
Students design questions that can be investigated using a range of inquiry skills. They design methods to 
control and accurately measure variables and collect data. They describe how ethics and safety have been 
considered in their approach. They discuss trends in data and identify issues that may have caused 
inconsistent results. They analyse their methods and the quality of their data, and explain how they could 
improve their investigation. They evaluate others’ methods and explanations from a scientific perspective 
and use appropriate language and representations when communicating their findings and ideas to 
specific audiences. 
 
Scope of course: 
• The Year 9 Science course is made up of the following units: 
• Multi-cellular organisms rely on coordinated and interdependent internal systems to respond to 

changes to their environment – this is investigated in a Sports Science context 
• Ecosystems consist of communities of interdependent organisms and abiotic components of the 

environment; matter and energy flow through these systems 
• All matter is made of atoms which are composed of protons, neutrons and electrons; natural 

radioactivity arises from the decay of nuclei in atoms 
• Chemical reactions involve rearranging atoms to form new substances; during a chemical reaction 

mass is not created or destroyed 
• Chemical reactions, including combustion and the reactions of acids, are important in both non-living 

and living systems and involve energy transfer 
• The theory of plate tectonics explains global patterns of geological activity and continental 

movement 
• Energy transfer through different mediums can be explained using wave and particle models 
 
Performances: 
• Pencil and paper tests 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Apply
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Analyse
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Design
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Design
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Identify
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Analyse
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=&t=Evaluate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=Environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=Environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=Matter
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=Matter
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=Theory
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• Practical work: designing and conducting experiments 
• Completing scientific reports on practical work done 
• Research assignments and presentations 
• Group and individual problem solving activities 
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THE OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 
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9 Advanced Science 
 
Understanding goals: 
• How does Science help us to better understand our world? 
• How can I use scientific processes and apply scientific skills to understand issues in society? 
• How have developments in the study of science and technology affected our lives? 
• How can the understanding of physics and chemistry help us make sense of the world around us? 
• How do body systems work together to maintain a functioning body? 
• How does the endocrine system respond to various stimuli? 
 
Scope of course: 
The major focus of this course is on extension applications covered in the general science course. 
Students conduct a guided inquiry on a topic of their choice. It involves developing a hypothesis, 
planning and carrying out investigations and intensive research, culminating in a presentation at the 
University of Tasmania Science Investigation Awards.  
 
Prior to conducting their research, students will embark on a unit that covers the formatting of a 
research paper, introducing the concept of variables and advanced graphing techniques. 
 
 
Students will be introduced to questions raised from the observation of the biological world, such as:  
• What components make up cells and what functions do they fulfil? 
• What is homeostasis and how does it work in humans and animals? 
• What is the endocrine system and what purpose does it achieve? 
• Why might do some animals have multiple stomachs? 
• How do plants transport substances? 
 
 
Performances: 
• Written Tests. 
• Group discussions. 
• Group problem solving activities. 
• Oral and poster presentations. 
• Research assignments, including a culminating paper for University of Tasmania Science 

Investigation Awards. 
• Practical investigations.  
• Experimental design. 
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9 Computing 
 
Understanding goals:  
• How can I create a dynamic website? 
• How can I work with data to help people solve problems? 
• How can I write an effective program? 
• What social/ethical issues do people working in the ICT industry need to consider? 
 
Scope of course: 
Year 9 Computing is an intermediate course which covers the following areas: 
• Computer Concepts / Technology and Society 
• Web Site Design & Multimedia (html, css, javascript and embedded multimedia (eg flash/html5 

objects)) 
• Databases (Microsoft Access) 
• Programming (from basic Java (Greenfoot), C# (Xbox programming)) 
 
Performances: 
• Group discussions; 
• Class activities; 
• Projects; 
• Online investigations 
 
9 Design Graphics 
 
Understanding goals:  
• Understand and apply  the elements and principles of design effectively 
• Identify and use specific features of graphics creation, manipulation and storage equipment and 

programs for specific purposes 
• Identify and apply the best methods and formats for creating graphics products for specific 

audiences and platforms 
• Identify and apply industry relevant techniques for accurate and attractive presentation of graphics. 
• Produce representations that communicate alternative points of view in media artworks for 

different community and institutional contexts.  
• Collaborating with others in design, production and distribution  processes, and controlling 

equipment and technologies to achieve intentions. 
• Establish detailed criteria for success, including sustainability considerations, and use these to 

evaluate their ideas and designed solutions and processes 
• Communicate and document projects, including marketing for a range of audiences. 
• Select and use appropriate technologies skilfully and safely to produce high quality designed 

solutions suitable for the intended purpose. 
 
Scope of course: 
Students will work through a range of content focused design units.  
These units will be in the following areas: 
• Logo design - Product creation and Photo manipulation; 
• Advertising in all media – print, film and web – multiplatforming; 
• 2D character design, Flash animation, Bone rigging; 
• Technical Drawing, Scale, Perspective, Orthographic, Archi –CAD, SKETCHUP; 
• Video editing techniques and movie production;  
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• Photography and Photo manipulation and enhancement.  Photoshop skills; 
• Packaging Design and Production; 
• Animation and Modelling 3D. Blender 
 
Performances: 
• Sketchbook exercises. 
• Folio presentation. 
• Group challenges. 
• 3D models – 3D printed and Laser cut 
• Negotiated projects. 
• Digital presentations. 
• Competitions. 
 

 
9 Design Technology (Foods) 

 
Understanding goals:  
• Why is it important to plan a meal? 
• What factors should be considered when planning a meal? 
• How can I ensure meals and snacks are nutritious? 
• How do I make a meal attractive? 
• What are the ‘cake making’ methods? 
• How do I cook a variety of cakes? 
• What options do I have when decorating a cake? 
• What is pastry, can I make my own and what can I use it for? 
• What can I cook for special occasions and how can I use food to show hospitality towards others? 
• What foods could I serve for a festive occasion? 
 
Scope of course: 
This course includes meal planning and preparation including the factors to be considered when putting 
a meal or menu together. 
Students will be introduced to cake making methods in more detail than previously learnt and use these 
to prepare and decorate a variety of cakes. 
Students will discover pastry - both commercial and self-made varieties.  
Specific rules applying to pastry making will be taught along with the numerous ways in which pastry can 
be used. 
Students will learn how to include cakes and pastry as part of a well-balanced and nutritious diet. 
Students will investigate and practice making foods suitable for a special occasion and how to show 
hospitality to others using food. 
Festive foods may also be explored. 
 
Performances: 
• Ability to perform various practical tasks 
• Completion of various theoretical tasks 
• Ability to work both individually and with others as required 
• Appropriate method usage for tasks set 
• Ability to give attention to detail 
• Ability to understand the importance of and give attention to hygiene and safety 
• Interpretation of instructions and technique use 
• Ability to show organization and responsibility relevant to tasks set 
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• Journaling  
• Paper and pencil recall tests 
 
 
 
 
9 Design Technology (Textiles) 
 
Understanding goals:  
How do I appropriately use and develop textiles to ensure important issues are considered? 
• What impact does my use of textiles have?  
• What design strategies can I use to meet people’s needs?   
• How do the properties and characteristics of different fibres and fabrics influence design choices? 
• What tools and equipment are available to use to efficiently and effectively create design solutions? 
• How will I apply knowledge and understanding about textiles to create a functional product or system 

that solves a problem or meets a need? 
• How do my design choices influence others and communicate ideas? 
• What materials and processes will help me create textiles items that reflect my values, attitudes and 

beliefs?   
• How can I research and document design options and ensure various opportunities are explored & 

discovered? 
• How will I plan, produce, justify and evaluate design solutions that are functional, sustainable and 

aesthetically pleasing? 
 
Scope of course: 
Unit 1. Fabric manufacture – fibres, threads and fabric creation 
Properties and characteristics of different fibres, threads and fabrics 
Creating different types of handmade fabrics 
Unit 2. Garment manufacture 
Review & analysis of fashion garments 
Create a simple garment to develop practical manufacturing skills that is presented at the annual Textile’s 
Showcase 
Unit 3. Doll manufacture & presentation 
Review of cultural traditions and how these influence patterns, styles and views on social norms like 
modesty and beauty. 
Design and create a doll and a culturally reflective garment and share the dolls and their ‘cultural’ story 
with a primary class 
Unit 4. Furnishing 
Source furniture to upcycle 
Create samples of appropriate sewing processes 
Test fabric for appropriate characteristics for furniture  
Design and make a piece of furniture using textiles as the main component or re-cover (upholstery) an 
existing chair 
Evaluate the effectiveness of the design and manufacture. 
 
Performances: 
Manufacture of fabric  samples - knitted, felted and woven 
Worksheets 
Manufacture of a textile item using handmade fabric  
Montage with a review & analysis of fashion garments  
A fashion spread mood board with appropriate and well considered justification of choices. 
PowerPoint presentation 
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Create a fabric doll from a pattern and a designing a culturally reflective garment  
Presenting the completed dolls and their ‘cultural’ story with a primary class 
 
 
 
 
 
9 Design Technology (Workshop) 
 
Understanding goals:  
• How can I act responsibly and consistently with God-given resources and equipment and why 

should I consider issues such as sustainability, the environment, technological innovation and other 
people? 

• How do select and combine materials taking into account their properties and characteristics when 
creating original and innovative designs? 

• How can I utilize and develop my hand skills, machine skills and the tools and resources I use to 
create functional and original projects and products? 

• How can I test and evaluate my design solutions and effectively communicate these to other 
people? 

• How do I explain how motion, force and energy are used to manipulate and control 
electromechanical systems when designing simple, engineered solutions? 

• How do I identify potential safety hazards in a workshop environment and how do I put safety 
considerations into practice consistently? 

 
Scope of course: 
Students will be provided with a variety of experiences focussing on design work and developing safe and 
appropriate hand tool use and machine use. Machines introduced may include routers, jigsaws and 
electric sanders. Computer graphics programs, computer navigated cutters and the vacuum press will also 
be used with support from teaching staff.  The design process of selecting and rejecting to arrive at a 
solution will be explored and reinforced. Students will also be provided with the opportunity to 
incorporate creativity in their design work to make items and products with increasing complexity. A range 
of materials will be utilised including timbers (native, plantation and exotic), plastics, acrylics and metals. 
 
Performances: 
• Consistently apply safety procedures in relation to behaviour and working practise in a workshop 

environment; 
• Continuing study of materials and their properties/ uses such as: plastics, Tasmanian timbers, sheet 

metals and solid metals. 
• Manufactured product critique and assessment; 
• Form moulding and heat bending. 
• Accurate jig and template design and cutting utilising computer software and computer navigated 

machines. 
• Creative and decorative finishes such as sticker and engravings utilising computer software and 

computer navigated machines. 
• Use of hand tools and machines to make purposeful and well designed projects incorporating a 

variety of materials. Projects may include but are not limited to: dip trays, serving trays, tool boxes, 
letter boxes, smart phone holders/ organisers, model gliders and rockets, sand boards and simple 
machines/ vehicles. 

• Problem solving and independent working skills will be of increasing value to student success and 
development. 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=T&t=Systems
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9 Drama 
 
Understanding goals: 
• What is vocal control?  How do I apply vocal control to ensure clarity and fluency?  
• How do I communicate meaning and mood?  
• How do I establish and sustain a credible role?  
• How do I use technical skills (lights/sound/costume) to communicate my dramatic intention?  
• How do I work with others to achieve my dramatic goals? 
• How do I effectively reflect on my own achievement and apply my observations to my personal 

development in drama? 
 
 

Scope of Course: 
Learning experiences will focus on introductory senior drama skills including voice, physicalisation, 
interpreting text and communicating meaning.  There will also be scope for students to explore a range 
of theatre forms such as theatre games, comedy, scriptwork and documentary drama.   Opportunities to 
perform will be provided.  There will also be opportunity for reflection and journaling.     
 
Performances: 
• Class workshops. 
• Skill development assessment tasks. 
• Performances to a range of audiences. 
• Personal reflections 
 
 
9 Geography 
 
Key inquiry questions/ understanding goals: 

• What are the causes and consequences of change in places and environments and 
how can this change be managed? 

• What are the future implications of changes to places and environments? 
• Why are interconnections and interdependencies important for the future of places 

and environments 
 
Scope of course:   
 
Biomes and food security focuses on investigating the role of the biotic environment and its role in food 
and fibre production. This unit examines the biomes of the world, their alteration and significance as a 
source of food and fibre, and the environmental challenges and constraints on expanding food 
production in the future. These distinctive aspects of biomes, food production and food security are 
investigated using studies drawn from Australia and across the world. 
 
Geographies of interconnections focuses on investigating how people, through their choices and 
actions, are connected to places throughout the world in a wide variety of ways, and how these 
connections help to make and change places and their environments. This unit examines the 
interconnections between people and places through the products people buy and the effects of their 
production on the places that make them. Students examine the ways that transport and information 
and communication technologies have made it possible for an increasing range of services to be 
provided internationally, and for people in isolated rural areas to connect to information, services and 
people in other places. These distinctive aspects of interconnection are investigated using studies drawn 
from Australia and across the world. 
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Performances: 
• Group discussions and problem solving activities including formulating a question and research plan; 
• PPT project including using appropriate geographical vocabulary; 
• Research assignment recording and using data representation skills; 
• Practical investigation using a variety of spatial technologies;  
• Pen and paper test. 
 
 
9 Indonesian 

 
Understanding goals:  
• How do people travel throughout Indonesia? 
• What are the educational opportunities for Indonesian children? 
• How are ideas about health influenced by language, culture and location? 
• What environmental issues exist in Indonesia? 
• How do beliefs and traditions affect lifestyle? 
Scope of course: 
Students will explore topics of travelling, everyday life and health, environment, and beliefs and 
ceremonies, whilst developing their written, reading, speaking and listening skills in the language. 
Students will be introduced to new grammar constructions and incorporate more sophisticated 
language into their speaking and written work. 
Students will focus on interacting in sustained conversational exchanges. 
Performances: 
• Translations and comprehension tasks 
• Completing language games 
• Cultural research tasks 
• Writing and performing short dialogues 
• Conversational exchanges 
• Oral, aural and written tests 
• Grammar tests 
• Vocabulary tests 
 
 
9 Legal Studies 
 
Understanding goals:  
The Year 9 Legal Studies subject builds students’ understanding of Australia’s political system and how it 
enables change. Students examine the ways political parties, interest groups, media and individuals 
influence government and decision making processes. They investigate the features and principles of 
Australia’s court (justice) system, including its role in applying and interpreting Australian law. Students 
also examine global connectedness and how this is shaping contemporary Australian society.  Issues and 
ideas being debated in society will be examined and students will be taught strategies about being an 
‘influence for good’.  
 
Scope of Course: 
Students will learn; 

• How political parties, independent representatives, lobby groups and the media influence how 
the Australian Government makes decisions and laws? 

• How citizens’ political choices are shaped, including the influence of the media, ethics, beliefs 
and values? 
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• How the courts and enforcement agencies interpret and enforce the law. 
• The key principles that underpin of our justice system. 
• How and why individuals and groups, including religious groups, participate in and contribute 

to civic life? 
• What influence ideas about global connectedness & mobility have on our sense of identity and 

purpose? 
• About some current issues being debated and discussed in Australia today. 
• How to be an ‘influence for good’ in our society/world? 
• About advocacy principles and process, and social commentary about contemporary issues like: 

o Domestic Violence 
o Euthanasia 
o Crime 
o Freedom of Information 
o Terrorism 

 
Performances: 

• Class discussions  
Media reviews 

• Interviews 
• Documentary reviews and reports 
• Excursion reflections   
• Inquiry into a contemporary political issue 
• Conflict resolution research project 
• Mock campaign  
• Guest speakers Q & A 

 
 
9 Mathematics Methods 
 
Understanding goals:  
• How does Mathematics help us make sense of our world? 
• How do I use my understanding of Number, Algebra, Measurement, Space and Chance and Data to 

describe situations and solve problems? 
 
Scope of course: 
• Problem solving, Patterns and Number: Introductory Problems, The Mystic Rose, Town Hall Tiles, The 

tournament, House of Cards, Flower Beds, Pond Borders, First to 100 game, Sorting, Paper Folding, 
Various other problems requiring a strategies for solution 

• Arithmetic and Geometric Sequences and Series: Terms of an Arithmetic Sequence, Terms of a 
Geometric Sequence, Sum of an Arithmetic Series, Sum of a Geometric Series, Infinite sum of a 
Geometric Series, Applications of Sequences and Series, Fibonacci Sequences 

• Logic and Reasoning: Deductive Geometry and formal proof, Geometrical facts and results, Properties 
of Quadrilaterals and triangles, Mathematical deduction,, Circle Properties, Logic Puzzles , Fractals 

• Linear Functions: Solving Linear Equations, Rearrangement and substitution, Gradient of a straight 
line, Equation of a straight line, Sketching linear graphs using intercepts, simultaneous equations, 
perpendicular lines, finding the equation of a straight line, distance between two points, Midpoint of 
a line segment, Linear Modelling. 

 
Performances: 
• Tests 
• Assignments 
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• Investigations 
• Class discussions 
• Group/Individual problem solving activities; 

 
 

9 Music 
 

Understanding goals: 
• How do I further develop my instrumental skills to play more challenging music enabling me to play 

music I choose to play as a soloist or in a group? 
• How can I develop my understanding of music theory so that I can so that I can improve my ability to 

understand and create music? 
• How do you create an improvised solo? 
• How can I use a computer to enhance music I create or perform? 
• Where does popular music come from? How does this help me better understand the music I listen 

to? How is music used to sell things and enhance video production? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Students will choose an instrument to develop their skills on throughout the year. They will develop a 
repertoire of performance pieces as a soloist and in a small group. Students will learn improvising skills 
and further compositional techniques. This should allow them to write more complex instrumental and 
song like pieces. Students will study a range of areas designed to give them a better understanding of 
music and its makeup such as: an applied theory course, an overview of the history of popular music, 
and how to apply that to understanding popular music today along with the role of music in the media. 
 
Performances: 
• Demonstration of the development of instrumental skills through learning technical pieces for their 

chosen instrument.  
• Performance of set class band and small group pieces and extra-curricular groups and learn.  
• Development of a repertoire (mostly of their choosing) of pieces for both solo and small group 

performances performed in a variety of circumstances.  
• A pathway of applied theory learning directed at their level of music understanding using both 

theory sheets and computer delivered learning tasks. 
• Compositional and improvising learning tasks and student directed composing assignments. 
• Demonstration of understanding of basic audio equipment in both live sound and recording and an 

understanding of how to use basic music software programs which will include a selection from: 
‘Sibelius’, ‘Acid music’, ‘Pro-tool’, ‘Auralia’ and ‘Musition’. 

• Assignment questions giving an overview of popular music and its history and a student choice 
assignment exploring a popular musician or group. Smaller assignments exploring the use of music 
in the media. 
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9 Visual Art 
 
Understanding goals:  
• How do I gain increasing control over the art materials I’m using? 
• What words and terms are used when talking about Art? 
• How do I extend and challenge my understanding of Art and design? 
• What are the limits / possibilities of artistic expression? 
 
Scope of course: 
The Year 9 Art course is designed to give students a range of artistic experiences which build the Year 7 
and 8 courses.  Practical assignments will generally run for two double lessons, so that the course 
maintains a pace that allows as many different experiences as possible.  The aim is that students 
completing a year 9 Art course would have the technical and design skills to undertake Year 10 Art with 
greater independence and self-exploration. 
 
Performances: 
Students will undertake practical assignments exploring ideas in Contemporary Art in the following 
media areas: 
• Drawing. 
• Painting.  
• Print Media. 
• Digital Photography. 
• Sculpture. 
• Graphic Design. 
• Ceramics. 
• Students will also use a journal regularly. 
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THE YEAR 10 COURSE OF STUDY – AN OVERVIEW 

 
The main features of the year 10 curriculum are as follows: 
 

1. Bible Study, English, Mathematics, Science, Health, Humanities and Physical Education 
run over the whole year. These subjects are compulsory for all students.  

2. The majority of the option subjects are offered as short - half year or single semester 
courses. 

3. For the optional subjects, students need to choose three units for semester 1 and three 
units for semester 2.  

4. Health and Careers are covered in six ‘special interest’ days of study and activity. 
 
The weekly allocation for subjects is as follows: 

Semester 1 
English  5 
Mathematics  5 
Science  5 
Health 1 
History  3 
Option  (unit 1) 5 
Option  (unit 2) 5 
Option  (unit 3) 5 
Bible Study  3 
Physical Education 2 
Pastoral Care 1 
 40 

Semester 2 
English  5 
Mathematics  5 
Science  5 
Health 1 
History  3 
Option  (unit 4) 5 
Option  (unit 5) 5 
Option  (unit6) 5 
Bible Study  3 
Physical Education 2 
Pastoral Care 1 
 40 
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Students will also study a total of six optional units: 
 

Optional Units 
Semester 1 Semester 2 
Applied Technology 
Design in Wood  Design in Wood 
Textiles Expo (Showcase) Textiles Enterprise 
Graphics 
Animation & Video Editing Housing and Design 
Robotics/Mechatronics 
Robotics(1) Robotics (2) 
Drama 
Foundations in Acting  Student Directed Play 
Extension English 
Humour and Satire English Writing  
Food Studies 
Tasmanian Fine Food  Food for Today’s Culture  
Languages 
Indonesian (1) Indonesian (2) 
ICT  
Programming Games  Introduction to Computer Science  
Mathematics Extended 
Mathematics Methods (1)  Mathematics Methods (2) 
Music 
Tuning In  Tuning Up 
Introduction to Audio Design and Technology 
in Music Advanced skills in Audio  

Science Extended 
Life Science Extended  Physical Science - Extended 
Visual Art and Media 
Visual Art(1)  Visual Art(2) 
Humanities 
Role of Small Business  Business Finance  
Legal Studies (1) – Our Political System Legal Studies (2) – Our Legal System 
Geography  

 
 
Please Note: 

• Students should choose no more than three Units under any subject heading in the Optional Units 
table; 

• In some subjects pre-requisite Units must be taken first. Information about prerequisites is given 
in the following pages; 

• A minimum number of students must opt for any subject before we will consider that it is viable 
to run it. 
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APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

Design in Wood (Runs Semester One & Two) 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How can I incorporate good stewardship and sustainable use of materials when designing a project? 
• Which timber types and veneers are most valued in the furniture industry? What are their 

characteristics and uses? Where are these sourced and how available are they? 
• What manufactured materials are available in furniture design and how do they compare to using raw 

timber in terms of cost, quality and application? 
• Why should I consider traditional and modern design when designing my project? 
• Will machines ever eliminate all hand work in the construction of fine wood projects and furniture? 

What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of mass produced furniture items produced 
overseas? 

 
Scope of Course: 
Students will be encouraged to be creative, industrious and resourceful in the designing, and 
construction of projects for their personal use. 
 
Performances: 
• Designing, making and appraising projects with a focus on Wood. 
 

Textiles Expo (Showcase) 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What clothing styles suit me?   
• How & why do clothing needs change? 
• What should influence my choice of garment/s and why is modesty important? 
• What is ethical fashion? 
• How can textiles & design skills help others? 
• What are current textile innovations? 
• How can I recognise and use my skills and experience to choose and/or modify a suitable pattern? 
• How should I plan, design and make a garment suitable for a ‘textiles showcase’?  
• How is a ‘textiles showcase’ organised and how can I contribute?  
• What are the important features of a catwalk routine? 
 
Scope of Course: 
• Design features of garments 
• Textile design innovations that help others 
• Technology in clothing – innovations and trends in the Textiles Industry 
• Making wise garment choices with an emphasis on modesty 
• Choosing patterns and reading/interpreting instructions 
• Making a garment and choosing accessories 
• Planning and participating in the showcase event  
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Performances: 
• Fashion design folio 
• Body images assignment 
• Case study review  
• Reflective journal or diary 
• Collaborative planning of a function  
• Participation in the showcase event 
 
 

Textiles Enterprise 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How can I design a textiles product? 
• What are the properties & qualities of fibres & fabrics and how can I use these when designing with 

textiles? 
• How could I use resources more sustainably? 
• What is ‘ethical’ fashion?  
• How do I research and review textile trends to find a niche market for product design? 
• How can I design and make a number of textile products for a market? 
• How do prepare my product and promote it to be ready for sale? 
 
Scope of Course: 
This subject links to Textiles Technology and is practical, reflective and strongly focused on design 
skills.  Topics covered will help students learn more about themselves and give them skills and insights 
into how engaging with textiles can be part living in God’s service.   Students will use their skills and talents 
to create items suitable to sell and will therefore learn about quality control, marketing, budgeting, selling 
and customer service.   
 
Performances: 
• Practical workshops 
• Sewing garments and craft projects 
• Folio including design briefs & fashion drawings 
• Surveys & quizzes 
• Case studies 
• Film review 
• Market 
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GRAPHICS 
 

Animation & Video Editing 3-4A 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How is the historical development of animation related to contemporary movies? 
• What makes a successful animation? 
• What are our moral and ethical obligations in designing a script?  
• What can and can’t be communicated through animated image alone? 
 
Scope of Course: 
• Design principles  
• Problem solving 
• Storyboarding  
• Character animation in FLASH 2D, Blender 3D or claymation with digital video. 
• Animation software/video editing 
 
Performances: 
• Evidence of research and development of ideas, sketching, journaling, photography and short opinion 

based writing. 
• Produce storyboards and detailed screen visualisations. 
• Preparation and organisation of props and scenes. 
• Video editing in Movie Maker and/or Premiere Pro.  
• Communication of a clear message, idea, theme, feeling through a finished animation/digital video. 
 

Housing & Design 3-4A 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What role does the design process and graphics principles and elements have in the development of 

house planning and construction? 
• How can we endeavour to meet human needs through housing design in the 21st century? 
• What should we consider as designers and good stewards in God’s world?  
 
Scope of Course: 
In this unit students investigate; the natural and the built environment, site contours and house 
orientation, light and space, floor plans and elevation in relation to specific needs.   
 
Students work on the creation and interpretation of industry standard drawings using traditional drawing 
methods and tools and current CAD drawing packages to create 2D and 3D representation of actual and 
imagined buildings and living spaces.  
 
Students will explore the role of the elements and principles of design related to aesthetics and relating 
to architectural principles and conventions for safety, ergonomics and energy efficiency. 
 
Performances: 
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• Research and development of ideas shown in developmental sketching, journaling and photography. 
• Research building conventions and standards. 
• Critique house designs according to perceived environmental and aesthetic principles. 
• Prepare and present house plans using ArchiCAD, and traditional scale hand drawings.  
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Robotics/Mechatronics 
 

Robotics/Mechatronics (1) 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What are some aspects of basic electronic safety? 
• How do I use my understanding of basic electronic components and construction techniques to 

construct basic hobby projects?  
• What is a robotics or micro-control system and how is it controlled? 
• How do you use an understanding of components and general skills to build a robotic project? 
• How do you control a basic robot or micro-control system using specific software. 
 
Scope of the Course: 
This course if offered for students who would like to experiment with electronics, robotics/mechatronics, 
combined with construction projects. 
 
While the emphasis of the course is on construction skills and techniques, there will be some theoretical 
work covered. Theoretical understanding will not necessarily extend to understanding how projects 
work. 
 
Students will have the opportunity to build a simple project prior to building a more involved 
robotics/mechatronics project. 
 
This course introduces students to a robotic or micro-control system, which will be programmed using 
software. This may involve some basic icon based programming method or the modification of existing 
script writing. 
Tetrix, Matrix, Arduino, Pic-axe and Lego are the systems used to develop some basic programming and 
building skills, with Circuit Wizard used to stimulate basic electronic experiments. 
 
Students are required to complete a series and parallel circuit experiment as part of this course, which 
will introduce students to computer based simulation software (Circuit Wizard). 
 
Performances: 
• Component identification and safe handling; 
• Basic circuit board development (if time permits); 
• Construction and testing of simple projects; 
• Bread boarding with experiments; 
• Use of some basic test equipment (multimeters, power supply & breadboards);  
• Construct simple experiments and simulate them using software; 
• Safety, basic theory tests, assignments and project work; 
• Assignment work; 
• Building and controlling using joystick (driver mode) and autonomous (program) control if time 

permits 
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Robotics/Mechatronics (2) 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What are some of the basic fundamental aspects of electronics? 
• What are some aspects of basic electronic safety? 
• How can I use my understanding of basic electronics and electronic components along with the safe 

application of skills and techniques to construct circuit boards and use software circuit simulation? 
• How can I use my skills and understanding to construct and control a robot? 
 
Scope of the Course: 
All students:  Safety with electronics.  
Fundamental aspects of electronics (eg: component identification, prefixes, terminology, ohms law, 
resistors, capacitors, basic test equipment, transistors as switches, and the revision of series and parallel 
circuits).  
 
Robotics: Students will develop building and programming skills using a variety of software to control a 
robot or microcontroller. The robotics systems (Textrix, Matrix, Arduino, Pic-axe and Lego) will involve 
exploring the automated control of the robot, along with some driver control in a greater depth than 
Robotics/Mechatronics 1.  Students will be required to work with, gearing, mechanical and electrical 
construction techniques, hand tools and possible power tools. By working as individuals and teams, 
students will develop a variety of robots that can complete set tasks using automated or manual control. 
This will build on Robotics/Mechatronics 1 and students will be set a variety of robot challenges. 
 
Students undertaking Robotics/Mechatronics (2) ideally will have completed Robotics/Mechatronics 
(1), however this in not compulsory. 
 
Performances: 
• Component identification and safe handling; 
• Development of a basic circuit board; 
• Construction and testing of simple circuits; 
• Use of some basic test equipment;  
• Bread boarding with experiments and the use of circuit simulation software; 
• basic programming where existing script is modified and developed (no prior experience is required); 
• Construction and control of a robots involving microcontrollers using autonomous and manual 

control; 
• Some basic theory assignments, tests, safety and project work; 
• Some assignment work will involve the development of an Engineering Journal. (This journal is a team 

effort, with students being assessed based on their contribution towards it); 
• Some assignment work will involve the development of an Engineering Journal. 
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DRAMA 
 

Foundations in Acting  
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How do I make and respond to drama independently and in small groups?  
• How can I explore drama as an art form through improvisation, scripted drama, rehearsal and 

performance? 
• How do I use role, character, relationships and situation in my scene building?    
• How do I use of voice and movement to sustain belief in character? 
• How do I maintain focus and manipulate space and time, language, ideas and dramatic action? 
• How does experimentation with mood and atmosphere, contrast, juxtaposition and dramatic symbol 

and production elements impact the communication of ideas? 
• How do I perform to different audiences? 
• What are traditional and contemporary styles of drama? 
• How does experimentation with style, meaning and interpretation, forms and elements and social, 

cultural and historical influences of drama impact my drama making?    
• What is reflective practice and what is its role in evaluating actors’ success in expressing the directors’ 

intentions and the use of expressive skills in drama they view and perform? 
• How do I maintain safety in drama and in interaction with other actors? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Students will work in a workshop based environment with a specific focus on method acting techniques 
and realism.    They will engage with a variety of texts and also develop their improvisational skills.   
Learning experiences will focus on voice, physicalisation, interpreting text and communicating meaning.   
There is also scope for students to develop an original performance programme on a theme of their 
choice.  Opportunities to perform will be provided.  There will also be opportunity for students’ reflection 
and journaling.    
 
Performances: 
• Class workshops 
• Skill development assessment tasks 
• Performances to a range of audiences 
• Personal reflections 
• Critical analysis of live drama 
 
Future: 
This course offers foundational skills for the study of Drama at pre tertiary level.   It is also fully accessible 
for those students who wish to undertake the course for personal enjoyment or confidence building 
purposes.   This course will also support the development of realist acting technique suitable for use by 
those students who wish to develop short films.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=improvisation
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=role
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=character
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=character
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=focus
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=dramatic+action
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=atmosphere
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=forms
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=expressive+skills
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Student Directed Play 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How do I share and negotiate ideas with the ideas of others in order to achieve group goals? 
• How can I conceptualise a show for public performance? 
• How do I contribute to the technical elements of a show for a public performance? 

(lighting, sound, set, costume, props, publicity, stage management)    
• How do I perform to a public audience? 
• How does experimentation with style, meaning and interpretation, forms and elements and social, 

cultural and historical influences of drama impact my drama making?    
• What is reflective practice? 
• How do I evaluate drama performances? 
• How do I maintain safety in drama and in interaction with other actors? 
 
Scope of Course: 
• Intro to the Student Directed Play 
• Conceptualising a show  
• Rehearsals 
• Technical Theatre 
• Public Performance 
 
Performances: 
• Works in-progress formative assessment 
• Performance to a live public audience assessment 
• Personal reflections/evalutions 
 
 
Future: 
The course is suitable for students who plan to seek a career or study further in areas that require 
high levels of skill in personal presentation, communication and public relations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=forms
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EXTENSION ENGLISH 
 

Humour & Satire 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What features distinguish humour and satire? 
• How do I respond – analytically, creatively and personally – to text examples of humour and satire? 
• How do I clearly convey my ideas and what I understand to others? 
 
Scope of Course: 
• This unit involves the study of a range of print, film and audio text. 
• Students will read, view and analyse a range of humour and satire examples. 
• Students will study the key concepts of context and culture as they consider the various examples. 
 
Performances: 
• Viewing and reading examples. 
• Written responses – short and extended. 
• Group discussion. 

 
 

 

English Writing 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How do I create, edit and present a piece of written work taking into account audience, purpose and 

writing style? 
• How do I develop an original voice in my writing? 
• How do I communicate my ideas clearly in both fiction and non-fiction genres? 
 
Scope of Course: 
This unit involves study of a range of writing styles used in literature and the media, including poetry, 
novels and short stories.Opportunity will be given to write in a variety of forms, including creative, for a 
range of purposes and audiences. 
 
 
Performances: 
• Creative Writing 
• Essay Skills Workshop 
• Contributions to Writing Critique Sessions 
• Group discussions 
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FOOD STUDIES 
 

Tasmanian Fine Foods 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• Why is hygiene and cleanliness important? 
• What causes food to deteriorate? 
• What is food preservation and why is this useful? 
• What can I preserve? 
• How do I preserve? 
• Is the packaging important? 
• What does packaging have to do with environmental considerations?  
• What is yeast? 
• How can yeast be used in food and beverage preparation?  
• Are breads all the same? 
• Can I be creative with a dough? 
 
Scope of Course: 
This unit begins with a food safety and hygiene element and then moves into food preservation with 
focus on jam making, pickling, sauce making, dehydration, flavoured vinegars, chutney and relish making 
etc and why each of these processes are effective. 
   
Students must have access to a regular supply of clean glass bottles and jars for the first unit in this 
course. 
 
The course then moves into yeast cookery where students learn the rules and procedures when working 
with yeasts. They will use yeast to make a variety of products. 
 
Students will have some experience working with the various elements of design during this course.  
There is a significant theory component in this course. 
 
Performances: 
• Practical tasks 
• Theoretical tasks 
• Safety and Hygiene focus 
• Recipe Folio  
• Working with others 
• Appropriate method usage 
• Design work 
• Efficiency and time management 
• Attention to detail 
• Preparedness for lessons 
• Pencil and paper tests 
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Food For Today’s Culture 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How have other cultures influenced our eating and food choice? 
• What can I cook from other cultures 
• Which cultures have the healthiest cuisine, what makes this so and is it important? 
• What are food allergies and intolerances? 
• How can special dietary needs be considered when preparing food? 
• How do modern food and packaging choices impact on the environment? 
• How do I make food related choices that are good for the environment and my local community? 
• Can I design and produce designed solutions in a Food Technology context? 
• How do food choices develop and change as nutritional understanding is increased? 
• Can I explain the importance of sustainable food production and packaging in relation to the future 

of the planet? 
• What does ethically sound food mean? 
• What importance do farmers and farming practices have in relation to food supply chains?  
• Can I work individually and collaboratively? 

 
Scope of Course: 
This course begins with a brief overview of food safety and hygiene considerations to be made in the 
kitchen environment.      
 

The first unit encompasses looking at foods that have come from other cultures and how they now 
influence eating habits in Australia. 
 

Following this is a unit focused on special diets such as diabetic, low fat, fluid, soft, coeliac, vegetarian 
etc and why these are followed by members of a community.  Students cook a range of foods suited to 
some of these special areas and work with design within this context.   
 

Each unit encompasses the importance of considering sustainable practices in many areas related to 
food, food production and food choices. 
 

There is a significant theory component in this unit. 
 
Performances: 
• Practical tasks 
• Theoretical tasks 
• Safety and Hygiene focus 
• Recipe Folio  
• Design process  
• Working individually and collaboratively 
• Appropriate method usage 
• Discussion groups 
• Time management 
• Attention to detail 
• Preparedness for lessons 
• Pencil and paper tests 
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HUMANITIES 
 

Business Studies – Role of Small Business 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• Role of small business – what does it contribute to society? 
• Success and failure in business – what are the reasons for this? 
• Enterprise in business – how can individuals be enterprising and how can enterprise assist in small 

business startups and management? 
 
Scope of Course: 
In this unit, students will investigate the importance of small business and enterprise and how the 
Australian economy relies on the many thousands of small business operations for employment and 
economic wellbeing.  In addition, students who have not previously engaged in an enterprise activity will 
investigate and initiate an enterprise based around business principles. 
 
Performances: 
• Responses to formal lessons; 
• Hosting guest speakers; 
• Investigate and report on actual small businesses; 
• Investigation and initiation of an appropriate enterprise; 
• Participate in ASX Sharemarket Game and/or Australian Business Week where available. 
 

Business Studies – Business Finance 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• Where do you access finance for small business start-ups? 
• What records do you need to keep, why keep records, how do you interpret records? 
• How do you know how well the business is performing? 
• How do I make investment decisions in a business environment? 
 
Scope of Course: 
In this unit, students will investigate the importance of small business finance and record keeping, in 
order to monitor business performance and value and follow legal requirements.  In addition, students 
will engage in an enterprise activity based around business principles. 
 
Performances: 
• Responses to formal lessons; 
• Producing financial reports and statements; 
• Investigate and report on how actual business monitor financial performance; 
• Investigation and initiation of an appropriate enterprise; 
• Participate in ASX Sharemarket Game and/or Australian business Week where available. 
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Legal Studies – Our Political System 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How does the political systems work in Australia? 
• Who are the key stakeholders in the political system and what are their roles & responsibilities? 
• How can I make informed and effective contributions to society? 
• How can individuals influence and improve Australian society? 
• What is a ‘good cause’ and how do individuals and groups make a difference? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Students will learn about: 
The liberal democratic principles in Australia’s Westminster parliamentary system of government. 
The fundamental elements of liberal democracy, including legitimacy, separation of powers and institutional 
protection of human rights.  
The federal constitutional arrangements which provide for the division of powers in Australia between the 
Australian government and the state and territory governments. 
Advocacy principles and process, and social commentary about contemporary issues like: 

• Freedom of religion 
• Protection of the atmosphere and climate change 
• Human Rights 
• Migration and refugees 
• International conflict (War and War on Terrorism) 
• Indigenous health and well-being 

 
Performances: 
Students will complete a range of the following: 

• Debates  
• Documentary reviews and reports 
• Excursion reflections   
• Inquiry into a contemporary political issue 
• Community Project 

 

Legal Studies – Our Legal System 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How does the legal systems work in Australia? 
• What are the foundational principles, values and beliefs that influence our way of life and underpin the 

legal system? 
• What knowledge, skills, and values help people make sound and well informed judgements in their role 

as active citizens at local, state, national and global levels.  
• What is restorative justice? 
• How can individuals and groups advocate for, lobby and promote their beliefs and views?  
 
Scope of Course: 
Students will learn about: 
The sources and basis of law both in Australia and in an international context – where and how are laws 
made and who influences this process.  
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The nature of crime and criminal procedure with a focus on sentencing and safeguards that intend to 
protect the interest of victims, criminals and the community. 
Dispute resolution in Australia including trials, forums, counselling and advocacy. 
Legal principles and process and social commentary about contemporary issues like: 

• Freedom of religion 
• Euthanasia  
• Marriage equality 
• Gender and identity 
• Gun laws 
• Indigenous rights and representation 
• Domestic violence  

 
Performances: 
Students will complete a range of the following: 

• A mock trial 
• Media review/s 
• Excursion & guest speaker reflections  
• Inquiry into a contemporary legal issue or debate 
• An advocacy campaign 

 

Geography 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How can the spatial variation between places and changes in environments be explained? 
• What management options exist for sustaining human and natural systems into the future? 
• How do worldviews influence decisions on how to manage environmental and social change? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Environmental change and management focuses on investigating environmental geography through an 
in-depth study of a specific environment. The unit begins with an overview of the environmental 
functions that support all life, the major challenges to their sustainability, and the environmental 
worldviews - including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples - that influence how people 
perceive and respond to these challenges. Students investigate a specific type of environment and 
environmental change in Australia and one other country. They apply human-environment systems 
thinking to understand the causes and consequences of the change and geographical concepts and 
methods to evaluate and select strategies to manage the change. 

Geographies of human wellbeing focuses on investigating global, national and local differences in human 
wellbeing between places. This unit examines the different concepts and measures of human wellbeing, 
and the causes of global differences in these measures between countries. Students explore spatial 
differences in wellbeing within and between countries, and evaluate the differences from a variety of 
perspectives. They explore programs designed to reduce the gap between differences in wellbeing. These 
distinctive aspects of human wellbeing are investigated using studies drawn from Australia, India and 
across the world as appropriate. 

 

Performances: 
• Research assignment - comparative study of environments  
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• Group discussions. 
• Practical Investigations using a variety of mapping and other spatial technologies. 
• Assignments – evaluating geographical data. 
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ICT 
 

Programming Games  
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How can I create my own computer games? 
• How can I use a programming language to solve problems and develop effective and efficient programs? 
 
Scope of Course: 
• Students will learn the basics of good game design. 
• Students will learn the fundamentals of the C# programming language.  
• Students learn how to use Microsoft Visual Studio Express to create, edit and debug their programs. 
• Students will learn how to use the resources in the XNA framework to help them create games. 
• Students will design and create games for the XBOX (or Windows PC/Windows Phone) 
 
Performances: 
• Practical Programming tasks; 
• Tests; 
• Individual and group investigations; 
• Class discussions; 
• Major game project (time permitting). 
 

Introduction to Computer Science 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How can I solve problems using computers? 
• What computing and programming terms and concepts do I need to understand in order to build robots and 

write programs? 
• What do I need to do to develop an effective program? 
• How can I make a Lego robot perform simple tasks autonomously? 
 
Scope of Course: 
• Students will learn how to build and program ICT projects through a number of practical activities. Within these 

activities they will learn basic programming constructs such as conditional statements, loops, methods etc.  
• Students will also learn to solve problems in the design of the device and the design of the program. They will 

also learn to document the design process and any documentation necessary with the finished product (user 
documentation, program comments etc). 

• Students will investigate the role of ICT and programming in society and its positive and negative effects. 
• Students will then complete a major project which may make use of: Lego robotics, Website  
     construction, Raspberry Pi’s and associated technology. 
 
Performances: 
• Practical programming tasks; 
• Individual and group investigations; 
• Class discussions; 
• Major assignment. 
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LANGUAGES 
 

Indonesian 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What current issues affect Indonesian youth? 
• How is language, media and performing arts used to tell stories? 
• Who are some of the most famous and significant people in Indonesia? 
• What shaped the history of Indonesia? 
• What are the biggest influences on Indonesian society today? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Students will explore topics of youth issues, stories and performing arts, famous Indonesian people, 
history and current events, whilst continuing to develop their written, reading, speaking and listening 
skills in the language. 
 
Students will be introduced to new grammar constructions and incorporate more sophisticated language 
into their speaking and written work, and master previously learnt concepts. 
 
Students will continue to focus on interacting in sustained conversational exchanges and developing their 
ability to fluently respond to questioning. 
 
Performances: 

• Translations and comprehension tasks 
• Completing language games 
• Cultural research tasks 
• Writing and performing dialogues 
• Conversational exchanges 
• Oral, aural and written tests 
• Grammar tests 
• Vocabulary tests 
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MATHEMATICS EXTENDED 
 

Mathematics Methods 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How does Mathematics help us make sense of our world? 
• How do I use my understanding of Number, Algebra, Measurement, Space and Data Analysis to 

describe situations and solve problems? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Course is designed to develop skills and knowledge to prepare for  
Mathematics Methods Level 4 
• algebra manipulation and solving equations 
• linear, quadratic and cubic functions 
• logarithmic, exponential and trigonometric functions 
• differential calculus 
• experimental and theoretical probability, permutations and combinations. 
 
Performances: 
• Tests 
• Assignments 
• Investigations 
• Class discussions 
• Group/Individual problem solving activities; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
51 

Launceston Christian School Year 9 & 10 Handbook                      Updated July 2020 
 
 

MUSIC 
 

Music (1) 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How can I improve my instrumental skills and apply them to music played alone or in groups? 
• How is music (and songs) made. What are its essential elements? (For the novice to the more expert)? 
• How can I use music to express myself, to construct more music? 
• 4. Who uses music, how, where and why? What different types of music are there and where does 

my music fit in?  
 
Scope of Course:  
Developing instrument skills, learning to apply those skills to both individual and group playing. Learning 
how music is constructed, how modern music is put together and what elements go to make it up. 
Learning how to use those elements. Learning about the broad range of music types, the social context 
of each type and how music is used and where your music preference sits within this. Students select 
and area of music for further study. Examples of further study might be; song writing, instrumental 
performance, music technology. 
 
Performances: 
• Following a program of work designed to improve instrument technique. 
• Playing and recording pieces as a soloist and in an ensemble. 
• Playing and recording pieces created by students. 
• Assignments exploring the theory and make up of music, completed as group lessons as well as 

individual work programs (through completing handouts and using computer software). 
• Exercises in exploring how music is constructed including: listening to music and exploring the 

creating, improvising and arranging of music. 
• Research assignments. 
 

Music (2) 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What does it take to put on a music performance and to become a more competent musician? 
• How can I better understand the music I am playing and work out how music and songs are made? 
• How can I: 

o Make a song or song like piece, put it together in a group and learn to record it even if I’ve 
never created music before? 

o or   b. Take my music playing and understanding to a new higher level? 
• What can I learn from other musicians, past and present? What careers are there in music and who 

has jobs in this area? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Developing a repertoire of music which includes solo and group pieces. Song construction and song type 
music (instrumentals such as TV themes). Exploring all the elements that make up a song by listening to 
and examining existing songs and looking in detail at the musical elements of a song. Constructing original 
songs, arranging recording them. 
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Performances: 
Developing a repertoire of solo and ensemble pieces to play, whilst continuing to demonstrate technical 
improvement on their instrument. 
 
Completing assignments that continue to explore the make up of music and investigate the elements and 
the construction of songs. 
 
Creating, or assisting in the creation of, an original song or song type piece/arrangement and rehearsing 
the song so that it can be performed and recorded. 
 
Completing research assignments exploring the careers of famous musicians and what potential careers 
currently exist in music and who already works in this field. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Level 2 or 3 music, or module 1 at level 4. 
Some students with no prior knowledge may be allowed into the course dependant on their learning 
aptitude.  
 

Introduction to Audio Design & Technology in Music 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How do you set up and operate a basic rock band PA?. How does a mixer work? Which microphones 

do I use and where? What is fold back? 
• How do I record music to create a CD? What is Multi-tracking?  
• What different music software is there and what does it do? How can I make music like that on the 

radio? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Introduction to the broad area of Audio design. Students will learn how to set up a basic PA for a rock 
band and other applications; this will involve learning about speakers, mixers, microphones and audio 
signal paths.  
 
Introduction to studio recording using Pro-Tools. How to record and edit in the studio, Microphone use 
and placement and multi-tracking. 
 
Students will explore a broad range of audio/music software programs such as looping, auto 
accompaniment and arranging software. Also how to change files and use Video in music production. 
 
 
 
Performances: 
• Demonstration of understand of the function of the different components of a PA. 
• Setting up and running a basic PA, using a mixer, using fold-back, and selecting the appropriate 

microphone. 
• Recording and editing several projects using Pro-tools in school studio. Showing understanding of 

basic studio technique, microphone selection and placement, mixing and editing basics. 
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• Using a broad range of audio and music software programs. Completing assignments designed to 
enhance understanding of each program. For example – adding music to video, creating a basic dance 
track using selected loops and your own created loops, generating a computer backing track for a 
song. 

 

Advanced Skills in Audio  
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How do you set up a full band PA rig? How do you run every instrument through the front of house? 

What does an EQ do? How do you use a compressor? What about different fold-backs? 
• How do you make a professional recording of a band or musician? 
• How do I make professional sounding music on my computer? Why is the software program “Reason” 

the answer to all my needs? 
 
Scope of Course: 
In this unit students develop skills learnt in audio design 1 Students specialise in their area of interest, 
either; Live sound, Studio recording, Computer music making. 
 
Students will learn how to set up complete rock band PA rig, running every instrument through a mixer 
and learn how to control and create a good mix.  
 
Students will gain advanced skills in a music studio and explore such things as using plug-ins to enhance 
recorded sound. 
 
Students will further explore software programs and learn how the basics of Reason (a real sounding 
music program!) 
 
Performances: 
This course is divided into a Core and optional component: 
• Live sound core – Setting up a full PA rig – running every instrument / voice through a mixer. Using a 

DI box, multi-core, EQ’s, Effects, compressors and different levels of fold-back. 
• Studio core – Recording from different sources, setting up mics for drums, using plug-ins such as 

reverb, EQ, compression. Mater tracks and Wave editing. 
• Computer software – enhanced use of software such as video creation for a song, making a 

professional music track for backing or radio. Using Reason at a basic level. 
• Students may then choose one of the above (or incorporate all) to complete larger self-driven 

projects. For example, recording and producing a CD for a band or individual. 
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SCIENCE EXTENDED 
 

Life Science Extended 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• What role does DNA, genes and protein synthesis play in passing on heritable characteristics  from 

one generation to the next? 
• How is genetic modification achieved and what role might ethics play in this scientific advancement?  
• Does the theory of evolution by natural selection explain our origins or is The Bible account really 

scientifically reliable after all? 
• How do plants and animals acquire energy? 
• How are various substances transported around multicellular creatures (Humans, plants and 

animals?  
• What are the differences between human and animal reproduction 
 
Scope of Course: 
• Unit 1 - - Genetics -  DNA structure, protein synthesis, Genetic modification, Mendelian genetics and 

pedigrees. Natural selection or Creation.  
• Unit 2 – Acquiring energy – photosynthesis vs cellular respiration. Sexual reproduction of humans 

plants and animals. Transportation of substances plants, animals and humans. 
 
Performances: 
• Pencil and paper tests 
• Designing and conducting experiments 
• Completing scientific reports on practical work done 
• Research assignments 
• Group problem solving activities 
 

Physical Science Extended 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How can scientific phenomena be described? 

For example: What is electricity? 
                        Why is water so special? 
                        Why do objects fall at the same rate? 

• What are some large-scale industrial processes and how do they impact on our lives? 
• What is in the food we eat, how accurate are food labels? 
• How does scientific investigation and knowledge improve our interaction with the world around us? 
 
 
Scope of Course: 
• Chemistry review – period table, types of reactions including ionic and redox reactions, energy 

changes in reactions. 
• Analytical chemistry practical techniques relating to water quality, food analysis and industrial 

processes:(titrations- e.g. chloride determination in water, acid concentration in juices, CO2 
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concentration in soft drink, aspirin content of headache tablets). 
• Projectile motion (this unit will culminate in a Science challenge type activity) 
 
Performances: 
• Written Tests; 
• Group discussions; 
• Group problem solving activities; 
• Oral and poster presentations; 
• Research assignments;  
• Practical investigations;  
• Experimental design; 
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VISUAL ART 
 

Visual Art (1) & (2) 
 
Understanding Goals: 
• How do I gain increasing control over the art materials I’m using? 
• What does it mean to be a contemporary artist? 
• How do I effectively convey my ideas? 
• What words and terms are used when talking about Art? 
 
Scope of Course: 
Students will explore a variety of media, which will extend the technical skills introduced in Year 7, 8 and 
9 Art.  Students will use specific art media as a means for expression, in order to come to a better 
understanding of the artistic possibilities in these materials.  In both semester 1 and semester 2, students 
will begin the semester course by interpreting a single idea in at least four different media areas; to gain 
a greater understanding of the strengths and limitations of different art materials. 
 
Students who are motivated and capable will be encouraged to explore areas of interest independently.  
Students who struggle to work independently will be offered a more structured program which will allow 
them a degree of independence. 
 
Performances: 
Students will participate in a number of short assignments that build on each other.  Semester 1 will 
include working with a photography assignment that leads into a drawing assignment.  The students will 
then work with print media and then use their own photographic images for a ceramics assignment.  
Semester 2 will begin with another set of short assignments.  Students will start off with drawing 
assignments which leads into a sculpture project.  Then the students will explore their own sculpture 
photographically, and the photographic prints will be used to construct a painting.   All these assignments 
will have a component that makes students aware of the possibilities as well as the limitations of each 
medium.  There will also be a component of each assignment that expands the students’ ideas about 
design. 
 
Once the students have completed these prescribed assignments, they will be able to negotiate either 
extending an earlier assignment or working independently in a media area of their choosing.  Students 
who rely on more direction will be encouraged to participate in a structured assignment. 
 
 




