Frequently Asked
Questions
FOR THE RITE JOURNEY

We are a Christian School and as such have a
commitment to partnering with parents in the growth of
their children. This does not only pertain to the growth
of intellect, but to the support in growing all aspects of
their character, mind, body and soul.

Why do we teach the
Rite Journey at LCS?

The Rite Journey offers and creates so many
opportunities to connect with our students and their
families on a more authentic basis. There comes a time in
a child’s life where they need to shift their mentality from
that of a child, towards becoming an adult. This is less
about becoming an adult, and more about encouraging
students to acknowledge that they cannot remain
children forever.
Start children off on the way they should go, and even
when they are old they will not turn from it - Proverbs
22:6

Although the Rite Journey is not marketed as a
Christian program, the teachers at LCS have
prayerfully considered how to facilitate the program
in a way that is consistent with our Christian
mandate and educational philosophy. The course
has been researched, selected and affirmed by the
School leadership and the Board. The program holds
its origins in a Christian Living program written by
Andrew Lines when he was teaching in a Lutheran
school around twenty years ago. All of the schools
affiliated with the Rite Journey are ‘faith-based’
schools and the latest iteration of the course
guidebook is supplemented with Biblical references
and supporting texts.
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Is the Rite Journey a
Christian course?

A rite of passage is a point of transition that is put in
place by a community or culture, which marks a
significant milestone or time of change. Within the lives
of students, they may experience rites of passage which
are pertinent to their own interests – for example, their
first swimming championship, or leaving the country for
the first time. These are important, but rarely are young
people today included within a rite of passage which
intentionally affirms and acknowledges their belonging
within a particular community.
Schools are one of the only institutions that still brings
different people together within a community, and thus
is an ideal context for a rite of passage to take place.

Students see their Rite Journey teachers during the
first 8 minutes of the day, in Class Teacher. The Rite
Journey is timetabled for two double periods per
week, one additional period per week of pastoral
care time, various excursions throughout the year
and Solo Camp.

Am I allowed to know
what is being covered in
Rite Journey?
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All challenges are planned and filtered through our
risk assessment process and policy, which requires
Rite Journey teachers to identify and respond to
potential hazards, which is then checked by the
school safety officer and double checked/approved
by the head of school. A commitment to the safety
of your child is our utmost priority and all teaching
staff at LCS are trained in first aid every year.
Despite this, accidents can and do happen on
occasion; however, it is important that children learn
the natural consequences to actions which cannot
be avoided, for example, if they don’t watch their
footing, they might slip and hurt themselves. Adults
understand that they are not invincible, but they
learn to live with an acceptable level of risk. We are
striving to find this acceptable level of risk in our
Rite Journey activities and want to help our
students to identify and manage risks for
themselves, ensuring that in the event of an
accident, that all staff are qualified and prepared to
respond professionally and effectively.

How much of their time
at school is spent doing
the Rite Journey?

Absolutely. Planning and news can be accessed on the
HUB, regular updates are published in the Herald and
teachers will aim to communicate and connect with
home as much as is feasible and appropriate. One of the
key Rite Journey ideals is that whilst we need to
maintain and foster the trust of students in the
classroom, that students are always encouraged to
continue conversations initiated at school with their
parents. Articles and readings will be made available for
parents and mentors to learn and supplement the
meaningful conversations that happen at home. A key
refrain of the Rite Journey is “You can share your story
and experiences with others outside of this room, but
you must respect others by not sharing their stories
outside of this room”.

How Safe are the
challenges?

Is the Rite Journey
compulsory?

There are times where students may be spending
time on excursions instead of attending usually
timetabled classes. However, all options subjects
and core subjects run as they always have, in
addition to the Rite Journey. The Rite Journey does
not feature traditional summative assessment and
provides opportunities for students to reflect and
seek support for their studies and their personal
health. This is an added benefit for our Year 9’s as
they start considering their move into Senior school
and heavier study requirements and pressures.

What is the mentoring
aspect of the course
about?
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All of the topics covered might be discussed at
home, but it is crucial that teenagers are able to
discuss things with one another, without a fear of
judgement or pressure. Ideally the Rite Journey
teachers can create a context at school where
meaningful, honest and authentic conversation can
take place and be continued at home.

Yes. If there are legitimate concerns or issues related to
specific Rite Journey content, we are always happy to
negotiate, adjust and compromise where appropriate.
Clear communication between teachers and families is
ideal and the support of parents is appreciated and
highly beneficial for a successful student experience.

Does the Rite Journey
detract from
academic study?

It takes a village to raise a child. Young people will
benefit from having an adult sow into their lives who
is not their parent and is not in a particular role where
they are obliged to be involved, like a pastor or
teacher. Successful mentoring stems from the
authentic and lasting relationship. In the Rite Journey
at LCS, we want to encourage families to actively
seek out a person to be a mentor to their year 9 child,
to support them this year and into the future. Many
families may find this straight-forward. Many may
not. More guidance around the mentoring will be
sent home after they return from Year 9 camp in
week 4.

Are there topics explored
which might be better
covered at home, under
the direction of parents?

Every child is uniquely gifted and created in the
image of God. We pride ourselves on our inclusive
philosophy at Launceston Christian School. The key
here is communication with home. In the Rite
Journey, every student will struggle at times, and
find different parts of it challenging. Some of our
students will find more challenge than others and it
is up to the teachers to recognise this, support
students and include them as a priority. We will
always try our best to meet the needs of each
student in our care.
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controversially
received in
the past. What are some of
particulars and how might
I be able to address my
concerns?

This guidebook is a key resource for parents, along
with the planning available on the HUB, the
Rite Journey website and the Parent Information
night recordings that are available to you.
There will also be updates published in the Herald
most fortnights.

I’m concerned about how
my child might be included.
How might my child’s
particular needs be met?

We all have different ways of seeing the world, and at
LCS we have the added blessing of having a universal
recognition of God’s sovereignty and the redeeming act
of love of Jesus at the Cross. This binds our community
together in many ways, but it does not preclude
disagreement and conflict on particular issues. In most
cases, concerns can be resolved by making contact with
your child’s teacher and discussing the issues.
Adjustments may be made and misunderstandings may
be amended.

There are certainly some sensitive topics around body
image, menstruation, sexuality, gender identity,
pornography, risk-taking, violence and abuse. Every
effort will be made to ensure the safety of your child, but
at the same time, a level of discomfort will be
unavoidable when addressing many of the things that
are relevant to the lives of young people. Please contact
your teacher if you need clarification or advice on what is
being discussed and how to continue addressing this
with your child at home. If there is a grievance or parents
are seriously concerned with particular topics or
resources, please contact the Head of School, Mr Rohan
Kew, who will enact the process of resolution
where it is warranted.

How might parents learn
more about the Rite
Journey?

What happens during
the Abyss?

Please read the resource material that we send
home and be active in communicating with
your child’s Rite Journey teacher, via phone and
email. There may be opportunities to help with
excursions and events. If you would be happy to
be a part of parent help for specific things, or
even in general, please let us know. Your support
in prayer and continuing conversations at
home will be hugely beneficial.

What does a rite of
passage mean in the
context of a school?

This is a culmination of our year, a night away from
home where students are challenged physically,
mentally and spiritually. Students are given a chance
to overcome the obstacles in their minds and
recognise that there are going to be many times in
life that they will be challenged, but to recognise
that for the Child of God nothing becomes
insurmountable. We will take the students away to
camp for the night in the solitude of their own tent,
hike up a mountain and undertake a selection of
outdoor adventure activities.

Is there a way for
parents to be more
involved?

A rite of passage is a point of transition that is put
in place by a community or culture, which marks a
significant milestone or time of change. Within the
lives of students, they may experience rites of
passage which are pertinent to their own interests –
for example, their first swimming championship, or
leaving the country for the first time. These are
important, but rarely are young people today
included within a rite of passage which intentionally
affirms and acknowledges their belonging within a
particular community.
Schools are one of the only institutions that still
brings different people together within a
community, and thus is an ideal context for a rite of
passage to take place.

